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number, for he stands a living testimony that neither birth*
intellect, nor education, are essential to the making a
man's fortune. " An honest man's the noblest work of
God," and if so, Bennett is a noble fellow, that is, as far
as the payment of the lowest fractions of pounds, shil-
lings, and pence, constitutes honesty. I found him a
shrewd man, joined in the management with a family of
an equal mental calibre, and what is best understood by
the term good luck with himself. Their connexion
commenced in a Welsh sharing scheme, where a public-
house-room became their temple of Thespis ; and the
price of admission to the nightly sacrifice was sixpence
the front, and threepence (or what you can get) for the
back seats. Every member of the " corps itinerant'* felt
that a profitable sharing of candle-ends, and receipts,
depended on union of purpose ; and therefore, as the
stage keeper blended with his office the duties of actor,
property-man, and call-boy, the manager thought it but
a just participation of labour, that he should deliver the bills
In a morning, which announced him as the Duke Aranza
and Don Giovanni of the night ; and ended with the start-
ling and acceptable notice, that he settled the accounts of
the theatre weekly ! By dint of economy, enough was
saved to enable them to take the Wolverhampton theatre,
when John Crisp (17) retired from the management;
and what the actors call " a hit " in the production of a
piece, filled their treasury, and thus established them in
the most pleasant circuit in the Kingdom. Bennett is no
^ctor, neither has he the least perception ; for twenty
years' practice has not taught him even the mechanism ofoud, from hisn she tries Violante, and wronged Imogevie;
